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( LETTERFROM THE PRESIDENT ]

Eighty-eight years ago, at sunrise on
acool November morningin 1915, Joe Hill was
executed by firing squad in the yard of the
Utah State Prisonin Salt Lake City. His body
wastaken to Chicago, where more than 25,000
people attended the funeral. Historianstoday
continueto debate whether Hill —animmigrant,
ahobo, arebel, apoet, and aunion organizer
—was actually one of the gunmen who entered
John Morrison’s grocery store at closing time
on January 10, 1914 and shot Morrison and
his son to death.

Over theyears, fair and reasonable
people have cometo different conclusions
regarding Joe Hill’sguilt or innocence. Helen
Keller pleaded for presidential intervention
to stop the execution. The Swedish ambassador
was convinced that Hill had received ahighly
politicized, unfair trial. At the request of
the AFL, President Woodrow Wilson asked
the Utah governor to delay the execution
until afurther inquiry could be conducted.
Utah Governor William Spry, however, joined
a host of others who were convinced of
Joe Hill’s guilt.

In alast message from Utah’s death
row, Joe Hill sent atelegramto fellow union
organizer “Big Bill” Haywood. Eloquent in
itssimplicity, Hill’stelegram said, “Don’t
waste time mourning. Organize!” He was
shot to death the following morning.

Wewould do well to heed Joe Hill's
advice. | encourage you to organizetogether

Continued on page 13
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ABOLITIONLEGISLATIVE
COMMITTEEREPORT
By Dennis Seavers

Aspart of their manifold efforts
to end the death penalty — not just
for juveniles or persons with mental
retardation — CAADP and Sanctity of
Life/PeopleAgainst Executions(SOL PAE)
introduced abill thissession to abolish
thedeath penalty in Arizonaaltogether.
Both organizations contributed to hire
alobbyist, Diane Zipley, to advocate
for thelegislation and, moreimportantly,
help usform astrategy for education
and achievingtotal abolition.

The committee expected that
the current legislaturewould be hostile
toward an abolition bill. In the end,
thebill wasassigned to four committees
and gained ahearing at none. A high
number of committee assignments
isanearly insuperablepolitical obstacle,
since the legislation must pass each
committee. Nonethel ess, the committee
felt that an abolition bill should be
introduced, despiteitsbleak prospects,
in order to keep the issue in front
of legislators. Representative John
L oredo sponsored the bill, and Reps.
Ken Clark, David Bradley, LindaL opez,
and Ted Downing cosponsored it.

Diane’'srole wasto push the
legislation, while also getting a sense
of where legislators stood on the
death penalty i ssue and what approaches
seemed most and least favorable.
In addition, Diane consulted with
CAADP on strategies for working
toward complete abolition.

Plans for Future Legislative Work

Intheupcoming 2004 legis-
lative session, CAADP and SOLPAE
will seek sponsorsfor an abolition
bill. Sincethelegislatorsfrom 2003
will be the same as 2004, neither
organization expectsthisbill tofare
better than last year. However, we
believe it’simportant to continue
introducing thebill at each legislative
session, for several reasons. By keeping
upour legislativeefforts, weletlegislators
and the public know that we will
maintain pressure for abolition of
the death penalty. Furthermore, the

issue of capital punishment continues
to capture more of the public’'s
attention; the recent 9th Circuit
Court ruling relating to Ring v.
Arizona 536 U.S. 584 (2002) isan
example of how waves of media
coverage lap against the public
conscience. (For moreinformation
ontheruling of Summerlinv. Stewart,
seethe article on page 7.)

Inaddition, CAADPwill
focusitsanti-death penalty efforts
on education. CAADPisdeveloping
plansfor adiversity of education
outreach efforts, such as establishing
an education committee in Phoenix
and hosting celebrity eventswith
speakers such as Ray Krone and
members of the CAADP Advisory
Committee. Our planisto enlarge
our membership, especially volunteer
members, and share our convictions
with a public that, in turn, can
convince lawmakersto abolish the
death penalty. And, as the 2004
electionsfor statelegislatureapproach,
CAADPwill resumeitsroleof educating
the public about political candidates
and the death penalty. While CAADP
won’t endorse candidates, it will
announcetheir positions on capital
punishment.

How You Can Become Involved

TheAbolitionLegislative
Committeeisalwayslooking for
volunteers. Wewelcome any level
of involvement from anyone who
wants to see the death penalty
abolished. Tojoin our committee,
please contact me at:

abolitionleg@azabolitionist.org
(602) 400-4025
13518 East Butler Street
Chandler, AZ 85225
Also, pleasevisit the CAADP Web
site at www.azabolitionist.org.

Dennis Seaversisthe CAADP Vice
President and Chair of the Abolition
Legislative Committee.

JUVENILE ABOLITION
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
REPORT
By Andy Silverman and Kathy
Norgard

\ J

Executing juvenilesviolates
the standards of decency in this
country. As abolitionists, we have
alwaysknown that, and now the highest
court in Missouri has agreed.

Recently, the Missouri Supreme
Court overturned the death sentence
of Christopher Simmons, who was
17 when hekilled awoman adecade
ago. Inresentencing Simmonsto life
in prison, the Court found that “a
national consensus has developed
against the execution of juvenile
offenders” and concluded that when
theUnited States Supreme Court considers
thisissue again, it “would hold that
the execution of juvenilesviolates
the evolving standards of decency
andisprohibited by the Eighth Amendment
to the United States Constitution
[cruel and unusual punishment clause].”
Decisionslike this bolster thework
of the Juvenile Abolition Legislative
Committee and makeitswork even
more important and imperative.

For thelast twoyears, SOLPAE
members have been working alongside
agroup of child advocates on a bill
that would ban the death penalty
for peoplewho are convicted of murder
and were under the age of 18 when
they commit the offense. Thisyear,
Representatives Meg Burton Cahill,
Leah Landrum-Taylor, John Loredo,
and LindalL opez and Senators Robert
Cannell and Victor Soltero sponsored
the bill. During the last legislative
session, the House Judiciary Committee
held ahearing on the bill. Even though
avotewasnot takenin the committee,
the hearing went very well and hel ped
educate the committee memberson
theissue. In addition, Susan Cannata,
who was the lobbyist for the bill
during the last legislative session,
met with many senatorsand representatives
educating them about theissue. However,
thebill did not go beyond the hearing
stage, and we need to do more to

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2

ensureits enactment.

The committee hasdetermined
that in order to be successful, we
need to meet with as many legislators
as we can before the next session
beginsin January. The committee
has hired Diane Zipley asitslobbyist
for the 2004 session. Based on her
excellent work with the Abolition
Legislative Committee, we have high
expectations for her contactswith
legislators. But legislators need
to hear not only from our lobbyist
but from constituentsaswell. Thus,
this summer we began to identify
peoplewho could meet with legislators.
Those meetingshave begun particularly
with Tucson legislators. However,
we need many more people, especially
inthe Phoenix area, who arewilling
to meet with legislators. We have
prepared two packets —one for the
people meeting with legislators and
another for the legislatorsthemsel ves.
If the bill isgoing to have any real
chancethiscoming session, lawmakers
need to hear from us. Please consider
meeting with your legislators; we
will help you form a group of two
or three people to do so. If you're
willing to participatein this very
important effort, please contact us
at juvenileleg@azabolitionist.org.

We know that we can end the
juvenile death penalty in Arizona, as
wedidafew yearsagowiththeexecutions
of personswith mental retardation. It
takes working together in aconcerted
effort —pleasejoin us!

Andy Silverman is a member of the
CAADP Seering Committee. Kathy Norgard
isthe CAADP Secretary. They arethe
co-chairsof the SOLPAE Juvenile Abolition
Legislative Committee.

4 )\

The fact sheet to the right was
developed for use by advocates
of legislationto abolishthejuvenile
death penalty. A summary fact
sheet was developed for legislators.
You can request copies of the
fact sheets from:

juvenileleg@azabolitionist.org

( LEGISLATIVEFACT SHEET )

THE SIMPLE FACTS ABOUT THE JUVENILE DEATH PENALTY
AND WHY IT SHOULD BE ABOLISHED IN ARIZONA

Thisversion of the fact sheet provides additional background information
about many of the points presented. Legislatorswill not havethisinformation
infront of them but may be interested in discussingit. Thisinformation
ismeant to help you answer legislators’ questions and feel familiarized
with juvenile death penalty issues and research.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION TO STOP THE JUVENILE DEATH PENALTY

Arizonalaw currently allows the execution of children who were between
the ages of 16 and 18 at the time of their offenses. The proposed legislation
would prevent such executions. It would not exempt those children from
other, appropriate punishment.

Arizonalaw now allowsjudgesto sentenceoffenderstolifein prison without
thepossibility of parole. Webelievethat it ispossibleto punish juvenile
offender sadequately and effectively and to protect society without employing
thedeath penalty.

WHY PREVENT THE EXECUTION OF JUVENILE OFFENDERS?

v CHILDRENAREDIFFERENT FROM ADULTS. Current medical research
using MRIs demonstrates that children’s brains — including the
portion governing impulse control and judgment — are not fully
developed in adolescents and continue to develop past adolescence.
Inal999 Harvard Medical School study, researchersdiscovered
that duringthedecision-making process, adolescentsrely on the
amygdale (the area of the brain responsible for gut reactions),
whileadultsrely onthebrain’sfrontal lobe (the arearesponsible
for goal-oriented reasoning). Thisstudy and otherschallengethe
previously held notion that a person’sbrain and reasoning skills
arefully developed by adolescence.

v CHILDDEVELOPMENT isdirectly relevant to criminal responsibility.
The emotional, physical, and mental maturity of children can create
graverisksof injustice. Once again, if aperson’sbrainisnot yet
fully developed, sheor heissimply unableto makethe same, reasoned
decisionsthat an adult would make.

v INEVERY OTHER IMPORTANT PART OF LIFE children aretreated
differently in order to protect them from their mistakes. In Arizona,
without parental permission, children under 18 cannot marry, make
abinding contract, drink, vote, serve on ajury, consent to medical
treatment, own a gun, or decide how long to stay out at night. Yet,
they can be executed.

v" JUVENILE OFFENDERSARE OFTENVICTIMSOF ABUSE or neglect
or suffer from mental disabilities. In an earlier Harvard study, it
wasdetermined that abuse and other traumasexperienced during
childhood and adolescence may per manently alter thebrain structure.

Continued on page4
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Continued from page 3 ( CAADPANNUAL MEETING )

Thisstudy wasthefirst to show CAADP’sannual meeting will be held at noon on Martin Luther
that traumaresultsin actual | KingDay, January 19, 2004, at Ramada#15in Reid Park (Tucson Boulevard
changesin thebrain tissueand | and Country Club Road) in Tucson. Weinvite CAADP members and friends
not simply psychological damage. | tojointhe MLK march earlier that morning from University of Arizonato
Additional studiesof juveniles | ReidPark, wheretherewill berefreshmentsand entertainment at Reid Park.
on death row reveal that every | The CAADP meeting will start at noon. More details are forthcoming by e-

onehassomeformof mentalimpairment. | Mail. We hopeyou can bethere.

WHAT 1S THE PUBLIC CONSENSUS? DEATH PENALTY DECLINESINKEY AREAS

Death Penalty Information Center

v ARECENT PUBLICPOLL indicates www.deathpenaltyinfo.org

that only 37% of Arizonansfavor

theexecution of juvenileoffenders. Philadelphia, Pennsylvaniaand Pima County, Arizonahave been the
main jurisdictionsintheir respective states for death sentencesin the past.
v' THENONPARTISAN CAPITAL | Now they are sending considerably fewer people to death row or seeking
CASE COMMISSION formedby | the death penalty |ess. Philadel phiaprosecutors have sought the death penalty
the Arizona Attorney General | 24 timessince last September, but jurors from the city have not sent anyone
recommended that Arizonashould | {o death row in more than a year. In fact, the city has only secured death
abolish the death penalty. sentences against 4 people since 2000. Inthe majority of caseswherejurors
have chosen not to send defendants to death row, they have imposed a
v' TWENTY-NINE STATES, THE | sentenceof lifein prison without parole. Cathie Abookire, a spokeswoman
FEDERAL _GQVERNM ENT’_ and | for PhiladelphiaDistrict Attorney Lynne M. Abraham, noted: “ When someone
the vast majority of other nations | \antsto plead guilty to the crime of murder, and we know that life meanslife
prohibit thejuveniledeath penalty. | i pennysivania, then we are all for it. It gives the family some peace of
Even morestateshaveintroduced | mind, because it is over. There are not going to be 20 years of appeals”
moratoriumson thedeath penalty, | (Associated Press, October 3, 2003).
acknowledgingthat itisemployed Similarly, the number of death sentences pursued in Pima County,
unfairly. Arizona has decreased by athird. “We’ve made a conscious effort to
[imit the death noticesto the worst cases. We have afuller discussion
v THEUNITESSTATESISTHE | apout can we - and should we - pursue death. It’s a more thoughtful
ONLY WESTERN, | NDUSTF_“AL' process,” said prosecutor Rick Unklesbay. The policy shift was embraced
IZEDNATION that executeschildren. | py victim advocate Gail Leland, who stated, “1 think the process and
Only Iran, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, | the options that we have now regarding sentencing have really been

Yemen, Nigeria, and Congo (DRC) | jmproved” (Associated Press, October 5, 2003).
have executed children in the

last ten years. Pakistan, Yemen, [

and Congo nolonger executechildren.
All of these other nations have
been cited for multiple human
rightsviolations, and many are Inadecision vacating the death penalty for Nebraska death row
unstableor war-torn states. Due | inmate Charles Jess Palmer, U.S. District Court Judge Joseph Bataillon
tothefailureof theUnited States | declared that electrocutionisunconstitutional. Bataillon wrote, “In light
toabolish thedeath penalty,and | of evidence and evolving standards of decency, the court would find
thejuveniledeath penaltyinpar- | that a death penalty sentence imposed on a defendant in a state that
ticular,theUnited Statesconsistently | provideselectrocution asitsonly method of executionisan unnecessary
appearsontheUnited Nations’ | and wanton infliction of pain.” Nebraskaisthe only state that maintains
index of countriesthat violate | electrocution as its sole method of execution. Bataillon’s ruling also
human rights. stated that the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Ring v. Arizona —
which held that it is unconstitutional to have a judge, rather than a
jury, decideeligibility for adeath sentence —isretroactive and applies
to Palmer’s case. The judge further decried the lengthy period of time
Palmer has spent on death row. Palmer remainsincarcerated with asentence
of lifeimprisonment (Lincoln Journal Star, October 10, 2003).

FEDERAL JUDGEONELECTROCUTIONAND RING
Death Penalty Information Center
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POEM FROM DEATH ROW
By Anthony Chaney, executed February 16, 2000

Oncel was arabbit’sgrave, a basketball hoop on the garage,
acucumber patch, lilac trees, and peonies crawling with ants.

| was mossy stepping stonesin acreek and amysterious cistern,
grassfires, water fights, and aswing in the back yard.

| dreamed alot.

Inthis place of institutional death, | am more alone than ever before.

Part animal, but not protected by hisinstincts or restricted by hisvision.
| am part spirit aswell, yet scarcely free, limited by taste, touch, and time,
yearning for all life.

Thereisno security. Security is sameness and fear, the postponing of life.
| am not waitingtodie. | love each moment as alifetime.

I livewith uncertainty. | refuse tolay down and make things easier.

There are mountainsyet to climb, cloudsto explore, and friendsto love.

| dream alot.

My soul is not empty from living in this barren city of the damned.
There arethe wind and the oceans, books and music, strength and joys
contained within my heart and always—always the night.

My lifeiscelebration; | refusetolose myself inritual.

Reality is: | dream alot.

( ABOLITION ORGANIZATIONSINARIZONA )

CAADP - the Coalition of Arizonans to Abolish the Death Penalty — was formed in 1997 by a group of
dedicated abolitionists. Since that time, CAADP has grown to an organization with a statewide presence and a
membership exceeding 1,300. CAADPisagroup of varied and diverse organizations and individuals. The members
of our steering committee are from both Pima and Maricopa Counties; each year we welcome new members and
volunteersfrom around the state. SOL PAE — Sanctity of Life, People Against Executions—isour sister organization
that engagesinlobbyingthe Arizona State L egislature on abolition matters.

In March of thisyear, anew abolition group —the Arizona Death Penalty Forum (ADPF) —formed in
Phoenix. Thisgroupisfocusing on educational effortsin support of the complete abolition of the Arizona
death penalty. CAADP and ADPF cooperated together in hosting Ray Krone in both Phoenix and Tucson
this past May. Both organizations hope to continue to work together on future abolition efforts.

The work of CAADP and SOLPAE is enriched by our relationships with other Arizona abolition
organizations, including Catholics Against Capital Punishment, Students Against the Death Penalty, Law
Students Against the Death Penalty, many multi-issue abolition groups, and now ADPF. We welcome overlapping
membership. We support each other’s missions.

SOLPAE and CAADP still depend upon your support to continue our work against the Arizona
death penalty. In 1999, we succeeded in our effortsto eliminate the Arizona death penalty for people with
mental retardation. This year, in keeping with the national abolition agendas, we are working to end the
death penalty for children.

For those of you on our e-mail list, we will keep you on that list unless we hear from you that you
would prefer another form of communication. Also, if you prefer to receive an electronic copy of future
newsletters (in .pdf format), instead of a paper copy, please write to dennis@azabolitionist.org.

We are thankful for involvement in the abolition cause.

Suzanne Rabe Andy Silverman and Kathy Norgard
President of the Steering Committee Co-Chairs of the Board of Directors
CAADP SOLPAE

In Solidarity, December 2003 Page5



ABOLITIONIST OF THE YEAR BANQUET
Saturday, February 7, 2004, 12:00 P.M.

Claudia Ellquist

Abolitionist of the Year

Kelly McClear and Penelope Jacks

Legislative Advocacy

Jana Johnson
Volunteer of the Year

The Abolitionist of the Year Banquet - a fundraising event for CAADP’s sister
organization, Sanctity of Life/People Against Executions (SOLPAE) - will take place in
Tucson on Saturday, February 7, 2004 at 12:00 P.M.

Each year, the event honors an individual who has been a committed opponent
against the death penalty and who brings energy, resources, and inspiration to Arizonans
seeking to end capital punishment in our state. The 2003 honoree is Claudia Ellquist, a
member and former co-chair of the CAADP Steering Committee and a longtime activist in
Tucson for the cause of abolishing the death penalty.

This year, there will be two special awards for other anti-death penalty
activists. Kelly McClear and Penelope Jacks will receive Legislative Advocacy
Awards. Kelly advocated for legislation to abolish the death penalty for persons
with mental retardation. Penelope is being recognized for her work with the Children’s
Action Alliance to prohibit the execution of individuals who were minors at the
time of their offense. In addition, SOLPAE is honoring Jana Johnson as Volunteer
of the Year. Jana has been a tireless fundraiser and is Chair of the Tucson Education
Committee.

The keynote speaker will be Paris Carriger. In January 1999, Paris Carriger
re-entered the free world after 21 years of incarceration, most of it on Arizona’s
death row. He had maintained his innocence all those years. Another man confessed
to the crime in 1987, yet Mr. Carriger was repeatedly denied a retrial. Ultimately,
he won release, although his conviction was never reversed. Today, Paris Carriger
lives in Oklahoma. Periodically, he travels to different states to speak against
the death penalty. Many who have heard him have been impressed both by his
eloquence and his lack of bitterness. After arecent trip to Massachusetts, faculty
of the Francis W. Parker School wrote that the students and faculty who heard
him were “moved, touched, and enraged by Paris’ story.”

The banquet is at the parish hall of St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal
Church. Tickets are $25 and include a luncheon catered by death penalty lawyer
Carla Ryan. Reservations are required. For more information, or to purchase tickets,
contact Kathy Norgard in Tucson at (520) 325-6240 or norgard@azabolitionist.org
or Dennis Seavers in Phoenix at (602) 400-4025 or dennis@azabolitionist.org.

The recipients of the Abolitionist of the Year awards, as well as annual
special awards, are selected by the former Abolitionists of the Year. The past
honorees are: Ann Nichols (1998), Kathy Norgard (1999), Msgr. Ed Ryle (2000),
Andy Silverman (2001), and John A. Stookey (2002). In addition, special awards
have been presented to The ARC of Arizona as Abolitionist Organization of the
Year (2000) and Andy Nichols as Abolitionist Lawmaker of the Year (2001, awarded
posthumously).
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ABOLITIONIST OF THE YEAR BANQUET
Tickets, Advertisements, and Congratulatory Notes

Purchasing tickets or advertising in the Abolitionist of the Year program booklet
is a great opportunity for you to help bring about abolition of the Arizona death
penalty. You also are welcome to purchase advertisement space for congratulatory
messages to the honorees, show your support for abolition, or promote your organization.

You can use the forms below to order banquet tickets or advertisements. Or
you can Kathy Norgard in Tucson at norgard@azabolitionist.org or (520) 325-6240
or Dennis Seavers in Phoenix at dennis@azabolitionist.org or (602) 400-4025.

Order Form

Name

Address 1

Address 2

City State ZIp

Telephone

E-mail

How many tickets would you like to purchase ($25 ea.)?

Please indicate the advertisement you’d like to purchase.

Whole page, $100

Half page, $60

Quarter page, $35

Business card (1/8 page), $25
Please send your payment for tickets or ads to:

SOLPAE
4133 E. Roberts
Tucson, AZ 85711

Advertisement orders should include a business card or a camera-ready ad.
Checks should be made out to SOLPAE (not CAADP). Proceeds from the event support
lobbying costs for anti-death penalty legislation. SOLPAE is the 501(c)4 nonprofit,
sister organization to CAADP. It serves as the legislative arm for organizing to end
executions in Arizona. Contributions to SOLPAE are not tax deductible. However,
some of the above options may be legitimate business expenses. Please consult with
your tax advisor with any questions.
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TUCSON EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT
By Kathy Norgard and Jana Johnson

The Tucson Education Committee has been active on several fronts putting out the word about death penalty
abolition. Tojointhiscommitteeor to help out at itsactivities, please contact Jana Johnson at tucsoned@azabolitionist.org.

(1) Billboard campaign. Earlier thisyear, the committee began atour of Tucson-area churchesthat feature a
banner promoting abolition. (The banner shows Jesus’ crucifixion and has the message “Executions
Have AlwaysBeen Wrong.” You can see what the banner lookslike onthe CAADP Web site at www.azabolitionist.org.)
There is a waiting list of churches that wish to display the portable billboard. Currently, St. Cyril’'s
Catholic Church on the busy corner of Swan and 5th Street in Tucson is displaying the banner. The
Rincon Congregational Church will have the second billboard as soon asthe frameisrepaired. (Volunteers
accidentally injured the frame while moving it from Southside Presbyterian Church.) On May 20, Claudia
Ellquist and Kathy Norgard visited the Catholic church in Casa Grande to discuss this project, so the
billboard may be appearing outside of Tucson, aswell. If your church would like to display this billboard,
contact Joan Bundy at joan@bundy.info.

(2) Another billboard campaign coming soon. Tucson graphic artist Michael Moore and activist Kathy Norgard
are developing asecular billboard with the same
message that will be available for non-Christian
settings.

(3) Tabling for abolition. Sponsoring tables
at eventsallows CAADP to draw in new members
and shareinformation about the abolition movement.
Volunteers who staff the tables collect signatures
on petitions to abolish the death penalty for
juvenilesand invite new folks onto our e-mail
list. They also solicit CAADP memberships;
distribute literature; and offer books, T-shirts,
bumper stickers, window stickers, and jewelry
for sale. CAADP had atableat the recent appearance
of Amy Goodman, journalist for Democracy Now!
on Pacificaradio. Thecommittee staffed atable
at the Ray Krone speech at St. Michael Church
(see below). There was a table at the Tucson
mayoral debates at the Pima Community College
Desert Vista Campus, aswell asthe Labor Day
Paradein Reid Park on September 1. The committee
sponsored atable at the Tucson Blues Society
in Reid Park on October 19. Finally, there was
atable at the Si Kahn concert at the Unitarian Universalist Church. Committee members Claudia Ellquist,
Jana Johnson, Gretchen Nielson, Candy D' addirio, LauraWinsky, Joan Bundy, Kathy Norgard, Ann Nichals,
Michael Moore, Suzanne Rabe, Robin Johnson, AndriaHollis, Michael Clarken, Ed Murphy, and others
have worked hard to create this presence at local events.

Robert, an artist and Arizona death row inmate, created
this ink drawing for the CAADP Tucson Education Committee.

(4) World Day for Abolition. On October 10, committee members Laura Winsky and Joan Bundy organized a
demonstration on the World Day for Abolition.

(5) CAADP abolition brochure. Committee member Joan Bundy produced an updated version of the CAADP
abolition brochure. The brochure includes facts about the death penalty and reasons for supporting
abolition. If you'd like a copy of thisimportant document, contact Joan at joan@bundy.info.

(6) Yard sale. Jana Johnson single handedly held afundraising yard sale. It netted over $300 to stop executions
in Arizona.

(7) Ray Krone. On May 20, Claudia Ellquist and Kathy Norgard went to Tempe to pick up Ray Krone, who
was speaking at events sponsored by CAADP and the Arizona Death Penalty Forum. On May 21, he
spokein Tucson at St. Michael Church.
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SUMMERLIN V. STEWARTAND ITSIMPLICATIONSFORANTI-DEATH PENALTY ACTIVISM
By Dennis Seavers

After the 9th Circuit Court of Appealsrulingin Summerlinv. Stewart, No. 98-99002 (September 2,
2003), which overturned numerous death sentences, an acquaintance asked me whether the decision was a
major or minor victory. At the time, although | saw some positive aspects of the opinion, | still felt that the
ruling was a relatively minor victory. But now, in the context of shifting social attitudes toward capital
punishment, Summerlin seems to underscore society’s ongoing inability to devise a death penalty system
freefrom administrative flaws. Indirectly, Summerlin pointsto an abolition strategy that has public education
asitscenterpiece, with legislation or litigation only as secondary aims.

In Summerlin, the Circuit Court determined that the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Ring v.
Arizona, 536 U.S. 584 (2002), should apply not only to cases on direct appeal, but also retroactively, even to
cases where aconvictionisfinal and appeals have been exhausted. Criminals who were sentenced to death
under the scheme that Ring declared unconstitutional must be resentenced under a scheme consistent with
Ring. In order to make thisfinding, the Circuit Court had to determine that Ring mandated changesin (a) the
substance of death penalty statutes and (b) the foundation of death penalty sentencing procedures, so that
these proceduresimproved the accuracy of criminal convictions. Teaguev. Lane, 489 U.S. 288 (1989). The
Circuit Court understood Ring to require morethan ajury verdict that adefendant is guilty of murder, after
which the jury finds facts (aggravating and mitigating factors) to decide whether the convictiseligible for a
death sentence. Instead, Ring required a jury determination of whether a defendant was guilty of “simple”
murder (where the defendant could not be sentenced to death) or capital murder (where the defendant might
be sentenced to death). Under Ring, murder and capital murder were deemed to be wholly separate offenses.

The importance of Summerlin was not so much that many death row inmates had their sentences
vacated. Unfortunately, the decision does not prohibit new death sentences from being imposed. Instead,
the significance lay in the Circuit Court’s interpretation that the changes Ring required were substantial
and, in terms of criminal procedure, foundational. According to the Circuit Court, Ring found Arizona’s
capital punishment system to be flawed, not just superficially, but fundamentally. And by saying that the
fundamental changes in procedure meant to reduce inaccurate convictions, the Circuit Court implied an
ongoing concern with the possibility of sentencing innocent personsto death.

Summerlin appearsin the context of two cultural trends that oppose each other. First, the death
penalty has been an institution that enjoyed what American philosopher John Dewey, in Ethics (1932),
called “quasi-sacredness.” (Dewey’'s commentswere on institutions — social arrangements, laws, or inherited
traditions —in general, and not on capital punishment in particular.) This quasi-sacred character has placed
capital punishment beyond mainstream “moral questioning.” Without this moral questioning, “the problems
of morals have to do with the adjustments which individuals make to the institutions in which they live,
rather than with the moral quality of theinstitutionsthemselves.” Inthe political and legal history of capital
punishment, the assumption has endured that the death penalty is worth keeping: that capital punishment
rewardsthe society that hasfaithinit.

Nonetheless, as asecond cultural context, the death penalty’s quasi-sacredness has becomeincreasingly
precarious, even though the political momentum istoward reform rather than abolition. At the 2002 Abolitionist
of the Year banquet, honoree John A. Stookey spoke about signs of changing cultural attitudes toward the
death penalty — signs that appear in both popular and governmental spheres. One of the most prominent
signsisamore widespread concern about the accuracy of the capital punishment system.

The results of crises of faith in capital punishment appear both locally and nationally. In 2002,
the Phoenix-based daily newspaper The Arizona Republic altered its long-standing support of the death
penalty, in large part due to the very real possibility that innocent individuals might be executed. Also in
Arizona, then-Attorney General Janet Napolitano’s Capital Case Commission issued areport that said, “at a
minimum, a moratorium should be imposed within the capital system until we can determine whether the
observed flaws can be eliminated or whether our inability as a society to remedy these flaws should lead to
the abolition of the death penalty in Arizona.” Nationally, some states, such as Maryland and |llinois, have
enacted moratoriaon death sentences, and the Missouri Supreme Court recently banned executions of minors.

Although public policy debate over the value of capital punishment has heightened, the death
penalty retains atenacious presumption of value. When questions about the practice of executing criminals
arise, the problems are resolved not by abandoning capital punishment, but rather with piecemeal reforms
and adjustments, which temporarily sedate the public conscience. For ashort time, society can set aside the
growing concerns with how the death penalty is administered. But now comes Summerlin, which interprets

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page9

Ring asafar-reaching indictment of some states’
death sentencing schemes. Summerlinisanother
step in a burgeoning tradition of questioning
the moral quality of the death penalty and another
step toward what Dewey called moral questioning.
American states’ attemptsto establish an effective
and constitutional system of capital punishment
failed again, even after political efforts, spanning
from 1977 to 2002, to reform and adjust the death
penalty. AsDonnal eone Hamm, executive director
of Middle Ground Prison Reform, noted in a
recent | etter to the editor of The Arizona Republic,
Summerlin shows that 22 death row inmates,
beginningin April 1992, were executed under
a sentencing scheme that was inaccurate and
unconstitutional.

We have evidence of the following.
There has been a continuing failure to enact
functional death penalty statutes. Thereis proof
of how the death penalty is applied with racial
motives. We have statistical evidence of the
inefficacy of capital punishment as adeterrent;
(yet, even the statistics are unnecessary: as
early as 1960, novelist and philosopher Albert
Camusrecognized the bankruptcy of the deterrence
argument for the death penalty, in his essay
“Reflectionson Capital Punishment”). Mostimportantly,
we know that individual s have been sentenced
to death and later exonerated. Currently, this
evidence does not sufficeto overcome political
barriers. But faith in the death penalty isless
vivid than before. Thelesson of Ring and Summerlin,
then, isthat we must focus our effortson educating
citizens about Arizona’'s death penalty statutes
and thefailed, multi-decade effort to fix apoorly
constructed mechanism of death.

Inits most recent meeting, the CAADP
Steering Committee pledged to focusitsefforts
toward educating Arizonans about the pitfalls
of the death penalty. Readers, too, can carry
out this educational aim. You can talk about
the death penalty with your friends, family, and
legislators. Discussions with the people closest
to usarethecornerstone of agrassroots campaign
to disrupt faith inthe quasi-sacred institution
of capital punishment. With your effortsto upset
thisfaith, we, asasociety, can begin to question
the moral integrity of the death penalty. We
can institute an important change that would
make our society more humane: abolition of
the death penalty.

Dennis Seaversis Editor of In Solidarity.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
(CAADP publishes announcements from member
organizations. However, publication of an announcement
does not constitute an endorsement.)

Middle Ground Prison Reform

Middle Ground Prison Reform will be conducting a series

of training workshopsin 2004 (in Tucson and Phoenix)

for the families of prisoners. Thetopicswill include

issues such as:

e Preparation for commutation of sentence hearings

e Obtaining medical care

e Understanding release policies

e How thefamily can assist aninmate to successfully
re-enter the community after prison

These educational workshopsrequire advance registration.
For specificinformation, call (480) 966-8116 or send e-
mail to:

middlegroundprisonreform@msn.com.

EYE FOR AN EYE
By AndriaHollis

Aneyefor aneye, Eight hundred and eighty-one times

Today | scanned black figures on pallid paper.
Rows and columns structured by race, gender,
and age. Groups of types by state and date
intidy design. Vile, appalling acts of hate
committed by theill and disillusioned
hearts - tattered, torn, and tarnished
like lost shardsin dark heaps
of teeming angst, screaming
for someone to keep
believing
881,
no longer
alive. Murdered
hope. Chances, life shed
with each essence executed
by those who can’t see past coal
taintings, can’'t perceive aching souls
existing in opaque membranes, and reason
needles and shocks mend wrongs, seal lesions,
avenge agony. Transfixed on finality, oil-slickers
waiting to put down number 882 in permanent ink.
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( THE EXONERATED )

We are proud to co-sponsor — along with several other anti-death penalty organizations — the play
The Exonerated at Gammage Auditorium, ASU Campus, Tempe, Arizonaon January 28 and January 31, 2004.

Your purchase of tickets from CAADP will support our effortsto abolish the Arizona death penalty.
Your purchasewill also include a special reception accompanying the performance.

A critically acclaimed off-Broadway play, The Exonerated has featured arotating cast of actors (which
in past performances have included Brian Dennehy, Richard Dreyfuss, Mia Farrow, Kristin Davis, Elliott
Gould and Lynn Redgrave) telling the true stories of six wrongfully convicted people.

The Exonerated is a stunning journey into the lives of these six innocent survivors of death row —
with storiesintheir own words, storiesyou can’t forget and that will forever change your view of the justice
systemin America.

ORDER FORM FOR THE EXONERATED

Performance Dates Ticket Prices*
Wednesday, January 28, 7:30 P.M. Balcony $100 per seat
Saturday, January 31, 2:00 P.M. Main Floor, $150 per seat

* $67.32 of each $100 ticket istax deductible; $113.50 of each $150 ticket is tax deductible

Name Address

City State ———————————  Zip
Telephone E-mail

JANUNARY 28, 7:00 P.M. Balcony ($100) — MainFloor ($150)
JANUARY 31, 2:00 P.M. Balcony ($100) ———— Main Floor ($150)
Total number of tickets Amount enclosed

Please make checks payableto CAADP. Mail your order to CAADP, P.O. Box 42465, Tucson, AZ
85733. For moreinformation, call (480) 966-8116 (in Tempe) or (520) 327-7773 (in Tucson).

( NEW BOOKSON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT )

Life on Death Rowisanew book written by Robert W. Murray, who haslived on Arizona’'s death row
for over a decade. The book presents Murray’s personal experiences and his perspective on the politics of
the criminal justice system and capital punishment. It delivers asolid, shocking punch to readers unfamiliar
with these political issues. You can order thisnew book in softcover from 1st Books Library for $19.50, plus
shipping and handling. To order, call 1-888-280-7715 or visit www.1stbooks.com/bookview/14083.

Murder Victim Families for Reconciliation (MVFR) has been an organization visiblein the mediaand
an important ally for death-penalty abolition. Below are some recent books that mention MV FR.

e Mike Gray, The Death Game: Capital Punishment and the Luck of the Draw. April 2003, Common Courage
Press, 192 pp., hardcover. This book exploresthe corruption within the death penalty system and quotes

Continued on page 13
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( PLEASE SUPPORT CAADP )

CAADPisalwayslooking for support —inthe form of financial contributions and volunteerism —
for itseffortsto abolish the death penalty in Arizona.You can play an important rolein our anti-death penalty
activism. Please consider filling out and submitting the form below as way of indicating how you'd like to
become further involved with CAADP. Also, you can go online to our Web site at www.azabolitionist.org
and click on “Join Us.” Even if you're already a member, you can become involved in educational efforts,
special events, graphic and Web design, additional donations, fundraising, and other activities.

We are asking everyone who reads this newsletter — whether a member or not — to complete the
form below to indicate what areas of CAADP’s activism they’'d liketojoin. If you have any questions, please
contact Suzanne Rabe at (520) 795-7673 or rabe@azabolitionist.org or Dennis Seavers at (602) 400-4025 or
dennis@azabolitionist.org.

-

[ JOINUSINOUREFFORTSTO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY

I

| Please complete the form below, indicating what CAADP activitiesyou’d like to becomeinvolved with.

| Also, werely onyour financial generosity for public education and activist work. Your financial contributionsare
welcome and will be put to good use. CAADPisa501(c)3 nonprofit organization, and financial contributionsare

| tax-deductible.

Name

Address

City State ZIP

Telephone (day) Telephone (evening)

E-mail

Pleaseindicateany activitiesof interest.

Tucson Education Committee - Phoenix Education Committee -
Abolition Legislative Committee — Juvenile Abolition Legislative Committee —
Fundraising - Mailings -
Graphic or Web design - Speaking events -
CAADP tablesat publicevents — Publicrelations (e.g., press conferences) —
Other

Pleaseindicateany ideasyou havefor anti-death penalty activism.

Pleaseindicate whether you'd liketobecomea CAADP member (make checksout to CAADP and send to
P.O. Box 42465, Tucson, AZ 85733). Membership dues are $10, although the dues will be waived if you
areunableto afford that amount.

Yes - No - Maybe later

Pleaseindicate alevel of tax-deductible donation (make checksout to CAADP and send to P.O. Box 42465,
Tucson, AZ 85733).

Would you liketo beon our e-mail list, which offersdeath penalty-related news and updateson anti-
death penalty activism? (If you check “Yes,” please make sureyou listed your e-mail address above.)
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Continued from page 1

with us to educate others about the
death penalty. Our membersare conservative
and liberal, Democrat and Republican,
Green and Independent. We are many
races, many ages, and many religions.
Wejointogether acrossthese differences,
finding common ground in our opposition
to capital punishment.

If youwouldliketogetinvolved,
give me a call or send me an e-mail.
I'd like to hear from you. If you have
friends who might be interested, please
passthisnewsletter ontothem. Asalways,
checks—large and small —are welcome,
and we do put your money to good use.

Wemust organizetogether —harnessing
the strength of our different backgrounds
and outlooks — to effect change. Please
joinmeinthisstruggle.

Suzanne Rabe, CAADP President
(520) 795-7673
rabe@azabolitionist.org

Continued from page 11

MV FR members.

e Robert Meeropol, An Executionin
the Family: One Son’s Journey. June
2003, St. Martin’s Press, 288 pp.,
hardcover. A memoir about Mr. Meeropol’s
parents, Ethel and Julius Rosenberg,
whowere executedin 1953 for conspiracy
to commit espionage for the Soviet
Union.

e Rachel King, Don’t Kill in Our Names:
Families of Murder Victims Speak
Out Against the Death Penalty. February
2003, Rutgers University Press, 284
pp., hardcover. A book based on
interviews with families of murder
victimsby ACLU lawyer Rachel King.
King alsowill be publishing another
book that explorestheimpact of death
sentenceson the familiesof condemned
convicts, including a chapter about
an Arizonadeath penalty case. Rutgers
University Presswill release the book
in2004.

e Rev. Carroll Pickett with Carlton Stowers,
Within These Walls: Memoirs of a
Death House Chaplain. May 2002,
St. Martin’sPress, 272 pp., hardcover.

e GeorgeKayer, FromtheHell of Death
Row: ABook Fit for Paradise, available
from www.WeUnfoldTogether.com.
Written by an Arizona death row
inmate.

CAADP
Mission Statement

The Coalition of Arizonans
to Abolish the Death Penalty is
a group of organizations and individuals
pledged to end the death penalty
in Arizona. Among us are those
who oppose the death penalty for
spiritual, ethical, and practical
reasons; and who may choose variously
to work for its abolition through
prayer, self- and public education,
dialogue, constitutional recourse,
and public and legislative action.

We affirm the dignity and
rights of victims, and the right
of communities to live in safety
and harmony. We believe that the
death penalty, because it implicitly
condones killing, subverts these
rights and contributes to a pervasive
climate of violence.

The taking of human life
is abhorrent and unacceptable to
us; it assails each of us individually
and it diminishes us as a people.
When the state takes a life, we
are profoundly affected. We become
participants in what we abhor.
Moreover, we know that, being
human, we are not above error.
We would not commit irrevocable
error. Our sense of shared humanity,
our commitment to the creative
and transforming spirit that links
us, and our knowledge of our own
fallibility call out for us to discover
and utilize alternatives to capital
punishment.

In pursuit of our common
goal we commit ourselves to nonviolence,
to civility of discourse, to respect
for those who hold opposite opinions,
and to faithful and persistent witness.
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